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General 

We welcome this opportunity to share this programme 

update with you. Since the official start of the programme 

in November 2014, we have mainly developed PhD train-

ing and research activities. From August 2015 fieldwork 

and societal engagement starts with the organisation of 

multi-stakeholder meetings in Ghana and South Africa. 

We wish to engage you, our partners, more actively over 

the coming weeks and will call on your expertise and in-

put for the upcoming activities. For information sharing, 

we will soon activate the project website at 

https://inclusivevcc.wordpress.com/home/. Mirjam Ros 

as project leader is the first contact for all your further 

queries. She can be contacted via e-mail: m.a.f.ros-

tonen@uva.nl. 

 

Coaching and evaluation 

The Global Food Challenge Programme of NWO-WOTRO 

has selected our project for additional support in coaching 

and evaluation based on the quality of our research im-

pact pathway and deliverables. SysPons consultancies 

(http://syspons.com/) will be assisting us in periodically 

reviewing our objectives and indicators. 

 

Co-funding 

We are extremely happy with the EUR 100,000 support 

from the Lindt Cocoa Foundation. This allows us to involve 

senior expertise of KIT’s Sustainable Economic Develop-

ment and Gender department. Thanks to the subsidy, 

Anna Laven can continue her involvement through KIT 

instead of being seconded to the University of Amsterdam 

(UvA), and Yves van Leynseeles’ postdoc position could be 

extended to the regular 0.5 fte. The subsidy means that 

additional funds are available for the learning platforms 

and the PhD students’ travel budget. We will continue 

fundraising efforts and welcome suggestions. 

 

Changes in the team 

We congratulate Petronella Chaminuka with her ap-

pointment as Principal Economist Economic Analysis at 

the South African Agricultural Research Council (ARC). We 

are glad that the existing MoU between the ARC and the 

University of Limpopo (UL) ensures that both her in-

volvement in the project and the collaboration with the 

University will be continued. Dr Isaac Oluwatayo, Senior 

Lecturer Agricultural Economics, will be the new team 

member from UL. 

 

Baseline study 

In February 2015, a baseline study has been carried out in 

both Ghana (Eastern region) and South Africa (Thulamela, 

Venda region, Limpopo Province), involving the postdoc, 

PhD and MSc students, and consortium partners. Aim of 

the survey was to gather data on farmers’ livelihood pro-

files, organisational level, access to inputs, information 

and services, food and dietary diversity, and landscape 

perceptions. In Ghana 148 smallholders were interviewed, 

and 140 in South Africa. Data has been entered, and anal-

ysis has started. Results will be presented in August. 

 

PhD training 

The three PhD students (see ‘Who’s who’) are currently in 

the Netherlands for PhD training and to work on their 

extended research proposals, which they hope to finalise 

before the end of June. During their stay, the team in the 

Netherlands has scheduled a series of meetings to discuss 

literature. The students will return to Ghana and South 

Africa by the end of June to prepare for fieldwork. 

 

Scenario building workshop 

Team members in the Netherlands, including the PhD 

students, participated in a two-day workshop on partici-

patory scenario building, organised by Dr Mathijs van Vliet 
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(Movares) in Utrecht. They learned about forecasting and 

backcasting, and discussed how this could be applied in 

innovation and learning platforms. 

 

Fieldwork MSc students 

Four students from the UvA master programme Interna-

tional Development Studies have done their MSc field-

work within the framework of our programme: 

  Howard Deans: Value chain collaboration in Ghana’s 

cocoa sector (supervisors: Mirjam, Mercy); 

 Maaike de Hon: Women, home gardening and food 

sovereignty in the Limpopo Province, South Africa (su-

pervisors: Mirjam, Petronella); 

 Katarzyna Jaskiewicz: Inclusive value chain integration 

of small-scale macadamia nut farmers in South Africa 

(supervisors: Yves, Petronella); 

 Ulrike Chawiche: Livelihood strategies of avocado pro-

ducers in regard to value chain integration in Vhembe 

district, South Africa (supervisors: Yves, Petronella). 

Theses defences are expected in June and August. 

 

Innovation and learning platforms 

The first innovation and learning platforms have been 

scheduled in the week from 10-15 August in Ghana and in 

the week from 17-21 August in South Africa. A partner 

consultation will follow soon in order to finalise the pro-

gramme and start the invitations. 

 

Photo and literature database 

Shared Dropbox folders have been created for literature 

and photos that can be used in presentations, on the pro-

ject website, and project publications. Please contact Mir-

jam for access to the folders so that you can share your 

photos and literature and make use of the database. 

 

Internship 

Guo Jiawenzhang, Research Master International Devel-

opment Studies student at the UvA is planning an intern-

ship at the Oil Palm Research Institute (OPRI) in Ghana 

from August till December. He intends to work on innova-

tion and learning platforms with small oil palm farmers. 

 

Project application 

The Resource Management Support Centre (RMSC), 

UENR, Rural Development Youth Association (RUDEYA) 

and UvA have submitted a proposal to the Food & Busi-

ness Applied Research Fund of WOTRO Science for Global 

Development. The proposed project seeks to generate 

insights into opportunities for improved production, pro-

cessing and marketing of non-timber forest products in 

tree farms and how continual learning in farmer groups, 

communities of practice and learning platforms can be 

enhanced. If awarded, the project will create a lot of syn-

ergies with the ongoing project.  

  

Who’s who? 

Team members: 

 Dr Mirjam A.F. Ros-Tonen, Associate Professor University of 

Amsterdam (UvA), the Netherlands, Project Leader 

 Dr Yves van Leynseele, Lecturer International Development 

Studies UvA, postdoctoral researcher 

 Dr Anna Laven, Senior advisor KIT Sustainable Economic 

Development and Gender, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

 Martha Ataa Asantewaa MSc, PhD student subproject liveli-

hood trajectories of cocoa and oil palm farmers in Ghana 

 Malin Olofsson MSc, PhD student subproject livelihood tra-

jectories of macadamia and avocado farmers in South Africa 

 Kwabena Asubonteng MSc, PhD student subproject tree crop 

farmers in sustainable landscapes 

Consortium members 

 Prof. Daniel Obeng-Ofori, University of Energy and Natural 

Resources (UENR), Sunyani, Ghana 

 Dr Mercy Derkyi, Lecturer Dept. of Forest Science, School of 

Natural Resources, UENR, Sunyani, Ghana 

 Mr William Kotey, President of the Ghana Agricultural Asso-

ciations Business & Information Centre, Accra, Ghana 

 Dr Aart-Jan Verschoor, Senior Manager at the African Re-

search Council (ARC), Petroria, South Africa 

 Dr Petronella Chaminuka, Lecturer at the University of Lim-

popo, Polokwane, South Africa 

 Dr Bart de Steenhuijsen Piters,  Head of the Sustainable Eco-

nomic Development and Gender Unit at the Royal Tropical 

Institute (KIT), Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Associated partners (in alphabetic order): 

 Ago Eco Louis Bolke (Boudewijn van Elzakker) Ghana/The 

Netherlands 

 Cocoa Research Institute Ghana (CRIG) (Dr Gilbert Anim-

Kwapong) 

 Dept. of Agriculture, Limpopo Provincial Dept (Dr N.D. 

Nthakheni and Dr K.A. Tshikolomo), South Africa 

 Kumasi Institute of Tropical Agriculture (KITA) (Mr Samuel 

Owusu-Takyi), Ghana 

 Lindt Cocoa Foundation (Dr Piera Waibel), Kilchberg, Switzer-

land 

 Oil Palm Research Institute, Ghana (Dr Sylvester Kuuna Dery) 

 Resource Management Support Centre (RMSC), Forestry 

Commission, Ghana (Mr Edward Obiaw, Ms. Valerie Fumey-

Nassah) 

 South Africa Subtropical Growers’ Association (Subtrop) (Mr 

Gerhard Nortjé)  

 United Nations University, Institute for Natural Resources (Dr 

Elias T. Ayuk) 

 University of Limpopo (Dr Isaac Oluwatayo) 

 Utz Certified, The Netherlands (Mr Henk Gilhuis) 

 World Cocoa Foundation, Accra, Ghana (Mr Sona Ebai) 

PhD supervision 

 Dr Mirjam A.F. Ros-Tonen (for Martha, Malin, Kwabena) 

 Prof. Dr Joyeeta Gupta (for Martha and Malin) 

 Prof. Dr Isa Baud (for Kwabena) 

 Dr Karin Pfeffer (for Kwabena) 

 Prof. Dr Daniel Obeng-Ofiri (for Martha and Kwabena) 

 Dr Bart Steenhuijsen-Piters (for Martha and Malin) 


